In this paper I will continue exploring contexts in which Leviticus is used for ideological purposes. The text of Leviticus was essential in the battle of drawing the borderline between the outsiders and the insiders of the community and in the battle of guarding the community's self-understanding in its dualistic framework. Essene scribes, in their quest to silence dissenters, effectively used in their interpretation of Leviticus elements from types of discourse foreign to the original legal discourse of Leviticus.
(1) The Disobedient as Those Who Shall not Live
The first example comes from the historical preamble of the Damascus Document. In a section describing the origins of the movement, a phrase from Leviticus is used to draw a line between those obedient to the law and those who reject it:
But with those who held fast to the commandments of God, who were left over from them, God established his covenant with Israel for ever, revealing to them the hidden things in which all Israel had gone astray: his holy Sabbaths and his glorious feasts, his righteous testimonies and his true ways, and the desires of his will which a man must do that he may live through them ‫בהם(‬ ‫וחיה‬ ‫האדם‬ ‫יעשה‬ ‫)אשר‬ [cf. Lev 18:5] . (These) he laid open before them, and they dug a well of abundant waters; those who reject them shall not live ‫יחיה(‬ ‫.)לא‬ They had defiled themselves through human transgression and through impure ways, and they had said: 'This is ours'. But God in his wonderful mysteries made expiation for their iniquity and pardoned their transgression. He built for them a sure house in Israel, the like of which has not appeared in Israel from former times until now. Those who hold fast to it are (destined) for eternal life ‫נצח(‬ ‫,)לחיי‬ and all the glory of Adam ‫אדם(‬ ‫כבוד‬ ‫)וכל‬ shall belong to them." The phrase "which a man must do that he may live through them" comes from Lev 18:5, and the way the Essene scribe has interpreted it in this section is quite interesting, especially when contrasted with its original context. In the book of Leviticus this phrase, obviously referring to the commandments of God, forms part of an introductory exhortation to laws pertaining to sexual taboos.
4 Some commen-
